
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St Andrew Society of York      

Edited by Jim Murison                     www.yorkscot.org.uk 

    Alf Deuchars 

Since the last newsle�er we had the sad news of the 

death of Alf Deuchars, on 9th September, a Past President 

of the Society [2004-2005] and Ac&ng President during 

lockdown in 2020, when we were unable to meet. Alf, 

along with Moira joined the Society in 1996 and have 

been ac&ve members since. 

Moira has asked me to include the following: 

‘Thanks to all the St. Andrew Society for their support and 

kindness at the loss of Alf my husband, dad and granddad.  

He will be sorely missed. Dona�ons received on the day of 

the funeral raised £550 towards Dunnington Cancer 

Support Group.’                     Moira , Gillian, Nick and family. 
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Moira & Alf , promoting the Society at a 125 group 

day at Morrisons supermarket 

President’s Recep�on—Sunday 3rd October 

About 50 members and friends gathered at the Marrio� Hotel for 

Sunday lunch. It was really good to meet fellow Society members for 

the first face to face func&on for over 18 months. As is our usual 

custom, we were welcomed on arrival by the strains of the pipes 

with our Piper Jim Sharpe. It also gave us a moment to reflect on the 

sad death of Past President, Alf. 

President Sue had done a splendid job in decora&ng the tables with 

blue & white flowers in a vase with a sal&re image. [see picture on 

the headline banner]. Over coffee, in addi&on to mints we were able 

to share a piece of lovely Sco?sh tablet made by Sue. 
President Sue & Robert 

 at the lunch 

 

Editor’s Comment: This month we feature Kyle’s A—Z of Sco?sh History and it’s all about Golf. Even if 

you are not interested in the finer points of golf, this is a fascina&ng insight into how the sport grew in 

Scotland. I am amazed that it was possible to write a snapshot of the history of golf in less than two 

sides of A4! There has been whole books on the subject. 



Society News & Diary Dates 

The Men’s Group & Ladies Circle lunches take place on Wednesday 13th October and 

Thursday 14th October respectively.  

For details of the Men’s Group contact Jack Marchbank [mobile—07836 258910] 

and for Ladies Circle contact Moira Deuchars [Tel: 01904 488986] 

St Andrew’s Night Dinner-Dance—Saturday 27th November at 7.00pm 

This will be held in the Dante Suite at York Racecourse. This 

should be a great night, so please keep the date free and bring 

your friends along. 

President Sue has booked the Yorkshire based Scottish Ceilidh 

Band, Bracken Rigg to play for us. Further information, menus and booking forms will 

be sent out later this month. 

In addition, we are delighted that Kyle Granite, feature writer in our newsletter, will be 

our guest and will give the ‘Toast to Scotia’. She will be accompanied by her husband 

Niv. 

 

St Andrew Society of York Archives on display—York Explore, Museum Street, York 

Saturday 4th December, 10.00am—2.00pm 

 

Many may recall that the 125 group had planned this display to follow our 125th 
anniversary celebrations, but this was postponed because of the covid-19 pandemic. Now 
we are in a position to hold this and the staff at Explore have kindly offered to facilitate 
this display. This will be held in the upper rooms of York Explore and members of the 
Society will be on hand to show you past records and photographs of Society events. 

On St Andrew’s Day, there will be a short formal symbolic handover of these archives to 
the Lord Mayor of York in the Mansion House. We hope that this will receive publicity via 
York Press and will also advertise the archive open day to the York public. 

This is an open invitation to all members and friends to come along and look at photos and 
stories of the history of the Society.  

Looking ahead…. 

You may not be wanting to think about Christmas just yet, but 
please note the date: 

Mulled Wine/Carols: Sunday 12
th

 December at 3.00pm in All 

Saints Hall, Poppleton. £5 per head.  
 

 

New members welcome supper 

This was held on Saturday 11th September at the home of Linda Shaw and Richard Pready. 
Council members attended and enjoyed getting to know new members, mainly introduced to 
the Society by Linda. We thank Linda and Richard for their kind hospitality and we look forward 
to meeting at future events. It was also a good opportunity to promote St Andrew’s Night.  
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G is for GOLF!   by Kyle Granite       A—Z of Scottish History 

 

We all know that Scotland is affectionately referred to as ‘The Home of 
Golf’, the game is seen as a national cultural icon that many Scot’s are 
particularly proud of. With Scotland having 587 golf courses spread across 
her dramatic landscape (that’s more courses per head of population than 
anywhere else in the world!), it is little surprise that the golfing industry 
plays a significant role in Scotland’s economy, with ancient courses such 
as St Andrews, Musselburgh and Carnoustie attracting pilgrims from all 
across the world. This post will explore the history of golf and why a sport 
that involves hitting a ball across large open plains became so popular in 
a country known for unpredictable and almost always wet and windy 
weather!  
 

It is a common misconception that the word 
‘Golf’ is an acronym of ‘Gentleman Only, Ladies 
Forbidden’, but the word actually derives from 
the words ‘goff’ or ‘gouff’, simply meaning ‘club’, 
which eventually evolved to ‘golf’ (and while we 
are at it, it wasn’t until the Victorian era when 
women were discouraged from playing the 
sport). In fact, records show a variety of 
spellings used to describe the popular sport, 
such as; goff, gowf, goif, gouff, goife, golve and 
gowfe. This was because there was no 
standardised spelling with the absence of 
dictionaries, and therefore people would write 
phonetically.  

 

 

The origins of the game, like many other things, is unknown (on a complete side note, this 
simply highlights the value of records and record keeping). It is generally accepted that the game 
originated in Scotland in the High Middle Ages, however many variations of the game appear in 
countries all over the world. The first courses (including the establishment of the 18 hole course), 
clubs, rules and tournaments are all credited to Scotland.  
 

The game was so popular in Scotland that in 1457, during the reign 
of King James II, it appeared in two Acts of Parliament stating that 
“the fut bal ande the golf” (football and golf) were to be “vtterly 
criyt done” (cried down) and “nocht vsyt” (not used) or offenders 
will be “tane be the kingis officiaris” (arrested by the king’s 
officers). Essentially, the concern was that golf and football were 
distracting Scots from practicing archery and other military training. 
Thankfully, this irrational law was repealed in 1502 and the game 
was embraced by many, including Scotland’s monarchs - James IV 
and Mary Queen of Scots were known to have been avid golfers. 
Nonetheless, the game, like many other leisurely activities, were to 
be avoided on the Sabbath. In the parish register for South Leith 
four parishioners appeared before the kirk session on 7th 
December 1610 confessing that they had “prophaned the Sabbath 
be playing at the gowffe in tyme off preaching and thairfore was 
ordained to mak thair publict repentance the nixt Sabbath”.  
 

Following the Union of the Crowns in 1603, with James IV and many of his courtiers passionate 
about the sport, it wasn’t long before it became a popular pastime in England and Ireland. With 
the King residing primarily at Greenwich Palace, Scottish nobles began to play golf on Blackheath, 
the hill behind the palace, with The Royal Blackheath Golf Club claiming the title of England’s 
oldest course. Of course with the spread of the British Empire the sport quickly gained ground 
across the globe, the first record of golf appearing in North America was a consignment of 96 
golf clubs and 432 golf balls which were shipped from Leith to Charleston, South Caroline in 
1743.  

 

 

 

The MacDonald boys playing golf 18th 

century painter  Jeremiah Davison 

1741 

 

The Old Course at St Andrews  

and the iconic Swilken Burn Bridge 
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By 1786, Scottish merchants had established the first golf club in the United States; The South 
Carolina Golf Club in Charleston. The popularity of the sport grew exponentially in the States, and 
by 1894 the United States Golf Association (USGA) was established and by 1900 more than 1000 
golf clubs had been formed.  
 

Back home, the Industrial Revolution brought with it the expansion of railways, allowing ordinary 
Scots to explore outside of their locality for the first time and golf clubs sprang up all across the 
country. With the improvement of mass production, golf clubs and balls became more affordable 
to the average person making the game much more accessible to all, regardless of social class. 
 

The desire to add a competitive element to the game led to the 
forerunner to the British Open taking place at the Prestwick Golf 
Club in 1860, with Willie Park taking the title. Other legendary 
names include Tom Morris Snr (who holds the record for oldest 
champion and greatest margin of victory) and his son Young Tom 
Morris, who has gone down in history as the first great champion 
after winning four consecutive times from 1869. The senior Morris 
is also heralded for his pioneering work on course architecture.  
 

To this day golf remains one of the most treasured sports in 
Scotland. Many golf enthusiasts simply love the idea of playing 
their favourite sport in the open air, whatever the weather, with 
Scotland’s breathtaking landscapes as the backdrop. In fact, many 
see the weather, which can often feature all four seasons in the 
one day, as adding an extra challenge - golf in Scotland can 
accurately be described as a form of meditation as well as an 
extreme sport! But for some, the love for golf stems from the bond 
with the courses themselves, steeped in history and tradition, and 
the idea that you can retrace the steps of Mary, Queen of Scots 
herself at the oldest golf course in the world at Musselburgh Links. 

 

Old Tom Morris with Young Tom  

c. 1870-75 

Headline of the week: Being Sco-sh helped me win Nobel prize! 

This was the headline in many reports recently, following the announcement of 

the Nobel Prize for Chemistry. David Macmillan was jointly awarded with 

German Scien&st Benjamin List. They were honoured by the Royal Swedish 

Academy of Sciences, which organises the awards, aIer developing a new way of 

building molecules. Professor MacMillan, of Princeton University, New Jersey in 

the United States, said the concept has been used to make medicines faster and 

has helped with the development of drugs for Alzheimer's, cancer and heart 

disease.  

David grew up in New Stevenston, near Bellshill and gained his undergraduate degree in Chemistry from 

the University of Glasgow. He then moved to the States to con&nue postgraduate studies. He said he was 

"very, very proud" of his "working class" upbringing in New Stevenston. The scien&st said his Sco?sh 

upbringing helped him learn how to tell a story and explain concepts quickly. He con&nued, "Growing up 

in Scotland, you learn how to talk and you learn how to tell a joke and you can get to a punchline. You can 

convey ideas quickly from growing up in Scotland - you're good at it.”  

He said that it was actually a pre�y interes&ng and valuable concept that people could use in science and 

it certainly helped my career and certainly helped the science move forward. “It wouldn't have happened 

if I was not Sco�sh."  

Editor: He is not perfect though, I read that he is a fervent Glasgow Rangers fan!! 
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RBWF ANNUAL CONFERENCE—RENFREW SATURDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER 

Report by Jim Murison 

Anne and I were pleased to be able to attend the 

conference dinner at the Glynhill Hotel, Renfrew 

and also to meet (for the first time), Kyle & Niv 

Granite (see picture). For the past few months 

Kyle has been writing short posts on the A—Z of 

Scottish History. They are fascinating and Kyle’s 

passion shines for Scotland through. 
 

 

 

 

The highlight of the evening was the formal handover of the 

new Robert Burns Coat of Arms by the Lord Lyon, King of 

Arms, Joseph John Morrow. A copy of the Coat of Arms is 

shown here and the full poster with text will be on show at 

our next Burns Night. 

The significance of this is that in the Register of All Public 

Arms in Scotland  Robert Burns is now legally seen as an 

honourable gentleman in the Kingdom of Scotland. The fact 

that St Andrew’s Saltire has been awarded to the 

Achievement of Robert Burns is hugely symbolic, as only the 

most significant people in Scotland’s history have ever been 

awarded it.  

 

Quote from the Lord Lyon, ‘Congratulations to the Robert 

Burns World Federation for finishing, in our age, a wish that 

Robert Burns entertained: to have a Coat of Arms. In a letter to 

a friend Robert Burns stated ‘I am a wee bit of a herald’ then 

described the Arms he wanted granted to him. This Grant of 

Arms is a glimpse of glory into the continuing story of his 

influence in the garden of Scottish history. I am proud to be the 

Lord Lyon making this grant and giving this recognition to our 

Bard as part of the living history of Scotland today.’ 

At the Federation’s AGM Henry 

Cairney was confirmed as President, 

Alan Beck as Senior Vice President and 

Neil McNair elected as  Junior Vice 

President. Neil lives in London and 

became heavily involved in the 

activities of the Caledonian Club of 

London, becoming President in 2007. 

He became President of the London 

Burns Club in 2019-20.  

 

 

Jim seen here with the RBWF 

President, Henry Cairney 

Note—Henry showing off the  

new Burns Tartan 

 

 

Neil McNair 
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Niv & Kyle with Jim & Anne 


