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Following on from the reports of the hugely successful Secondary Schools’ Festival in the May newsletter, 

this edition concentrates on the equally inspiring Primary Schools’ Festival also held at Irvine Royal 

Academy. The enthusiasm of pupils involved is self-evident from Jim Miller’s photographs. Reports from 

Canada, Australia, and Russia serve to emphasise the worldwide appeal of our National Bard. It is also 

particularly gratifying to read about club celebrations, fund raising efforts, literary and other competitions, 

all of which make up the very fabric of the Burns Federation.                          

                                                                                                  Editor                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Primary Schools Festival 

The Primary Schools Festival was held in Irvine Royal Academy on 

Saturday 11th May with 123 enthusiastic pupils taking part. The event went 

very well and Education Convenor Mrs Lesley McDonald and her 

committee deserve congratulations on a splendid job done in organising 

this major event on the Federation’s calendar. Thanks are also due to the 

unstinting support of the Head Teacher and the hard work of the janitorial 

staff. In the absence of Federation President Bill Nolan, who was attending 

the Robert Burns Association North America Conference in Canada, Senior 

Vice President Brian Goldie presented the prizes.  

 

It was a double celebration for the winner of the title ‘Junior Burnsian’, 

Sonia Zhang from Aberdeen, because it was also her 12th birthday. Sonia is 

currently in P7 at Robert Gordon’s College Aberdeen. She started playing 

piano aged 5 and takes her piano Grade 7 exam in November. She entered 

5 classes in the recent North East Music Festival taking first place all 5 

classes, displaying her repertoire of music from Burns to Chopin. 
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The Rosebud 

 

     Within the bush her covert nest 

     A little linnet fondly prest, 

     The dew sat chilly on her breast 

     Sae early in the morning. 

 

     She soon shall see her tender brood 

     The pride, the pleasure o' the wood, 

     Amang the fresh green leaves bedew'd, 

     Awake the early morning.                          

 

 

  Robert Burns 
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Primary Schools Festival (cont’d) 

 

The Overall winning team was the Edinburgh and 

District Burns Association who won the Super County 

Cup.  This trophy is awarded to the District Association 

which has the highest total of points across the four 

disciplines of verse speaking, singing, instrumental, 

and bagpiping. The winning team are seen here with 

the jubilant youngsters and proud representatives from 

the Edinburgh and District Burns Association. 

 

 

Top of the Singing section 

and winning the  Trades 

Construction London Trophy 

was Landi Weng  

representing the Glasgow 

and District  Burns Association (right); the best 

instrumentalist was the Junior Burnsian’ Sonia Zhang  from 

Aberdeen (page 1); the best reciter was Logan Reynolds 

(below right), representing the Fife Burns Association, who 

wins the Anne Gaw Quaich. The best piper was Angus 

Campbell Le Guennec (left), representing the Borders Burns Association, who wins the 

Robert Burns World Federation Cup.   

 

The day proved, yet again, that the Schools’ 

Festival is one of the jewels in the crown of 

what the Robert Burns World Federation 

stands for. It is not only the joy on the faces of 

the winners but also the shared enjoyment of 

those who didn’t win prizes on this occasion 

but who did themselves, their parents, schools 

and districts proud  

 

Golden Wonder provides vital sponsorship for the schools competitions. We also received very welcome 

support from the Jean Armour Burns Trust and the Ravenscraig Burns Club, among others.                                                           

[Photographs courtesy of Jim Millar] 

 

Birthday Honours for Burns Stalwart 
How fitting that the Junior Bursian, Sonia Zhang, should represent the talent from the Aberdeen area which 

has been championed for the last twenty-one years by Helena Anderson-Wright who has been justly 

awarded the British Empire Medal in the recent Queen’s Birthday Honours list for her outstanding efforts in 

encouraging youngsters to learn the works of the National Bard.  

Inspired by her father William Anderson’s work in Glasgow’s Burns 

competitions growing up, Helena said she has had her passion for Burns “all her 

life.” Moving to Aberdeen nearly 30 years ago with husband Robert, she set up 

the north-east schools contest and over a twenty-year period she has more than 

tripled youth participation in Robert Burns competitions in the Grampian area. 

Her work has also helped numerous charities and, through Burns Suppers and 

other events and projects, the local branch has raised more than half a million 

pounds for good causes. Helena said she was accepting the British Empire 

Medal on behalf of everyone in the Burns Federation. She said: “I felt elated 

opening the letter informing me of the honour and I have a sincere feeling of 

gratitude towards those who felt me worthy of it.” “It’s not really about me,” she 

said. “It’s about everyone who helped, it’s about the young people and the 

good we’ve done through the competitions and charitable events.” 
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Mauchline Burns Club Active on All Fronts 

 
Pictured (L to R) Alex Crawford, President of 

Mauchline Burns Club, Murdo Morrison Honorary 

President of the Federation, immediate past Club 

President Robert Sommerville, and Ian Lyell 

Honorary Club President. 

 

The seating around the memorial cairn at the 

entrance to Mossgiel Farm was the perfect setting 

for filming and recording some Gaelic and English 

interviews by BBC Alba. TV producer Ruaridh 

Maciver was most impressed by the plans for, and 

future prospects of, the historic town of Mauchline.  

The recording for broadcasting relied heavily on 

the local knowledge of Mauchline Burns Club who 

provided essential information about the many 

connections of the Bard with the town. All this 

stemmed from the impressive news that Mauchline was in line to get substantial and greatly needed 

support for refurbishments and renovations. After almost two years hard work the Club was delighted to 

learn its bid for funding from Historic Environment Scotland for work on Mauchline’s conservation area, had 

been successful. The combined sum from Historic Environment Scotland and a generous East Ayrshire 

Council grant totals over two million pounds spread over five years.  

The preliminary work headed by members Drew Baird, Ian Lyell and his son Gavin, involved shop frontage 

measuring, identifying owners and consultations with them, along with identifying sections needing repair  

With many of the properties  dating to the 18th century, all with a strong Burns connection, and 19th century 

heritage sandstone  buildings, the challenge was a large one. However, the final submission was 

recognised as highly professional by the Council who agreed across all parties to sponsor the bid. To 

further the next stage a Steering Group of local volunteers has been set up. A salaried co-ordinator will now 

be appointed by the Council to head the project. At the end of the five years, Mauchline’s conservation area 

should be something to be proud of. 
 

Generous Donation by the Arbroath Burns Club 
 

President of the Arbroath Burns 

Club, John Knox, handed over a 

very generous cheque for 

£1000 to the Robert Burns 

World Federation during a 

short ceremony in Arbroath 

Abbey. A delighted Federation 

President Bill Nolan said the 

money would be put to good 

use in furthering the aims of the 

organisation.   

 

The Abbey is most famous for 

the Declaration of Arbroath of 

1320 in which the 

independence of Scotland was 

asserted. The Declaration was a 

letter to Pope John XXII, 

marked by the seals of Scottish 

nobles, appealing against 

England's claims on Scotland.  
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Burns Celebration Day in Edinburgh                
 

On the 8th June 2019 the Edinburgh and District Burns Club Association 

(EDBCA) played host to a celebration of the life of Robert Burns and held a 

poetry competition for the Tom McIlwraith Trophy. Tom was a Past President of 

the World Federation and Past President of the EDBCA. Jim Shields, Chairman 

of the EDBCA offered a warm welcome and thanked everyone from the Nine 

Burns Club Associations, guests and friends for attending. Jim Weatherston’s 

band Ragged Glory started the entertainment with the songs. Shionka 

Kamikaji-Inkster a young National Burns competition winner from Primary 4/5 

from Parsons Green School added to the harmony playing the harp. Shionka 

was instrumental in Edinburgh winning the overall Team Trophy at the 

National Primary Schools Finals. Clare Murdoch, a member of the EDBCA 

team, then played some lilting tunes on the fiddle. The company were then 

further treated to the wonderful Cantata, The Jolly Beggars, staged by Balerno 

Burns Club including Ragged Glory and the Nitten Road Show.  

 

 

The poetry competition involved a wonderful selection of 

poetry. Epistle to a Young Friend, Holy Willie’s Prayer, Scots 
Drink, Excerpt from The Cotters Saturday Night, Death and 
Dr. Hornbook and the Epistle to the Rev. John McMath.   

Brian Goldie Senior Vice President of the RBWF, Helen 

Morrison and Peter Pringle, respectively Secretary and Vice 

President of the Allanton Jolly Beggars Burns Club, were the 

judges.  The competition was won by Alister Sim (pictured) 

representing Ayrshire Association reciting The Epistle to the 
Rev. John McMath, second was David Brown, representing 

Renfrew and Inverclyde Association, reciting Holy Willie’s 
Prayer, and third was Jim Baillie representing Edinburgh 

and District Burns Clubs Association, reciting Scots Drink. 

 

Jim Shields announced the winners of the competition and presented Alister Sim with the winner’s Quaich 

and certificates to first, second and third.  The day ended with the singing of Auld Lang Syne. 

                       [Gordon Jamieson Secretary EDBCA] 

Dumfries Burns Club 200th Anniversary   

 
Dumfries Burns Club will be celebrating its 200th Anniversary on Saturday 18 January 2020, the actual date 

of the Club’s inauguration in 1820, and the event will be held in the impressive Easterbrook Hall, Bankend 

Road, Dumfries DG1 4TL. It will not be in the form of the traditional Burns Supper, although there will be an 

Immortal Memory proposed by the President of the Robert Burns World Federation (on that date it will be 

Mr Brian Goldie) and Toast to the Lasses proposed by Mr Fraser Sanderson, ex Director of Education for 

Dumfries & Galloway.   The reply will be given by Baroness Goldie.    The Rt. Hon David Mundell, Secretary 

of State for Scotland, will propose the Toast to Dumfries and the Club, of which he is a member.  

 

There will be entertainment by a group from Edinburgh – Ragged Glory.   Local winners of RBWF Schools’ 

Competitions will sing and provide musical entertainment.  Mr John Caskie, a well-known singer and 

entertainer, will be MC for the evening.   For the moment it is hoped that individuals might show an interest 

in this historic event and clubs might arrange to take a table.    The cost of the tickets will be £35 per person 

for a three-course dinner with coffee.    There will be a welcome drink and a glass of wine at the table. 

 

Enquiries can be sent to Mrs Jean Macmillan-Forster, Immediate PP of the Club.   Her telephone number is 

01387 950711 or e mail jmf3939@gmail.com or to me, the Interim Secretary alexandisa@btinternet.com  

 

Ticket are now available to purchase. The Holiday Inn Hotel is only a few yards away from Easterbrook Hall 

if accommodation is required.                                               [Isa Hanley, Interim Secretary Dumfries Burns Club] 
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200 Club 

 

 

 

 

Lasses Enjoy Their Lunch at the Brig o’ Doon Hotel 
 

On Sunday 7th April Alloway Burns Club 

had the pleasure of hosting the 20th Robert 

Burns World Federation Lasses Lunch in 

Brig o’ Doon House Hotel. The Lunch was 

attended by clubs from Dumfries, 

Fauldhouse, Irvine, Greenock and many 

more, all being piped in by one of our 

own club members, Daniel Nicol. After 

having had a delightful lunch we were 

entertained by a group of young ladies 

from Girvan ‘Celtic Voices’ accompanied 

by David Hunter whose choice of songs 

delighted the audience. From our own 

club we had the very talented Sophie 

Craig who recited 

‘Tam Glen’ and 

‘Scots Wha,‘ singing 

the last verse 

enthralling the 

Lasses. 

 

Our Guest speaker 

was Julie Griffiths, Church Family and Schools worker at Alloway Parish Church who 

took our theme of ‘A Man’s a Man’ giving a most interesting and thought provoking 

comparison with her talk on Malawi. A very successful and happy day for everyone. 

 

Time to Buy or Renew Your Shares in the RBWF 200 Club  
 

The 200 Club is a well-established method of fundraising for 

RBWF. We have up to 200 members each owning a share in the 

club at a cost of £15. For 10 months of the year there is draw of 2 

numbers; these are a first prize and a second prize. In addition 

every 3 months we have a quarterly prize. This allows £1500 

additional funds for the Federation and £1500 to pay out to our 

winning Shareholders. Contact admin@rbwf.org.uk if you would 

like to buy a share. 

 

Two Fund-Raising Concerts for Ellisland Farm  
 

 
Two spectacular fund-raising concerts 

for Ellisland Farm are planned for 

consecutive nights at Dalswinton House 

of 25th and 26th July 2019. These funds 

are desperately needed to ensure that 

Ellisland Farm can stay open for at least 

another year as other options for its 

long-term survival are explored. 

     

Both promise to be memorable 

occasions as these well-known 

performers invariably put on a great 

show. Please come along to support 

them 
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Don’t Miss Out! Come Along to the Annual Conference 
 

The Robert Burns World Federation Annual Conference is taking place 

in Glasgow over the weekend of 6th to 8th September. The Hallmark 

Hotel won the tender and is to be found in Washington Street, 

Glasgow. Not only is it a great conference venue, but it also has a 

swimming pool and other recreational facilities. It’s easy to get to 

being only a few minutes’ walk from the city centre train and bus 

terminals and a mere 9 miles from Glasgow International Airport. 

Overall a location perfect for attendees to enjoy an abundance of city 

attractions. 

 

For early arrivals, delegates will be able to buy tickets for the Glasgow 

and District Burns Association (DGBA) young talent Concert, on 

Thursday 5th September demonstrating the best of winners from the 

local Schools’ Competitions including the Young Burnsian of the Year, 

Liam Kearney. 

 

The DGBA is organising bus and walking tours of Burns-related sites to 

include: Wellpark Brewery; Burns Room in Mitchell Library; the Begg 

gravestone in Southern Necropolis; Dr Hornbook’s grave (John Wilson) 

in Gorbals Cemetery; Burns Statue; Oran Mor; and, Kelvingrove Art 

Gallery & Museum. For people wanting to remain in the hotel on the 

Friday afternoon, Marc Sherland will give a presentation on Burns & Glasgow, Degrees of Connection. 
 

A Civic Reception Dinner in Glasgow City Chambers’ banqueting hall, will take place on the Friday 

evening to welcome the international delegates and UK representatives. Dignitaries from the Lord Provost 

to members of Trades Incorporations will be invited, in addition to Club delegates. The entertainment will 

include a performance of the ‘White Cockade’ by folk artist Alastair McDonald and Len Murray. 

 

The Inaugural Dinner will be a highlight of the Saturday in the Hallmark Hotel with a stellar line up of 

entertainment. Scottish Dance Band Reel Stramash will be providing the music immediately following the 

Conference Dinner. There will be quality seminars and other Burns-related entertainment planned over the 

weekend at various times. Glasgow Cathedral will be the venue for the Sunday Service with the newly 

appointed Minister, Rev Mark Johnstone, officiating. Thereafter floral tributes will be laid at the foot of the 

statue of Robert Burns in George Square, Glasgow. 

 

So don’t miss out! The booking process is now open with an easy-to-complete form, downloadable from the 

website: http://www.rbwf.org.uk or email: admin@rbwf.org.uk or Tel: 01563 572469  

www.rbwf.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Conference-booking-form-2019.pdf  

Dumfries and Galloway Burns Association - Brow Well Service 
 

The Brow Well Service will take place at 7.00 pm on 

Wednesday 17th July 2019. The RBWF Senior Vice 

President, Brian Goldie, will deliver the oration and it is 

hoped large numbers of Burnsians will take the opportunity 

of paying respects to Burns at the place where he spent his 

last tragically painful days, forlornly attempting to cure his 

rheumatic endocarditis.  

 

Clubs and individuals are cordially invited to come along to 

this poignant service and enjoy a social afterwards at the 

Cairndale Hotel, Dumfries. For details contact DGBA Hon 

Sec David Baird at: bdavid.baird@tiscali.co.uk   
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Obituary - Past President Andy McKee 
 
Andy McKee was the President of the Robert Burns World Federation in 1996/97. 

He was a member the Alamo Burns Club in Paisley, a club which was a force to 

be reckoned with in the 1990s. Federation members recalling that period could 

remember Andy as ‘a lovely man, a gentleman with a good sense of humour and 

purpose who could always be guaranteed to be where the fun was. He was 

instrumental in the introduction of the Federation’s schools’ pack.  

 

His reflection on his year of office appears in the 1997 Chronicle and makes 

interesting reading. “The Bums Federation was uniquely founded on friendship, 

fraternity and a love of Scots literature, particularly that of Scotland's National 

Poet - Robert Burns. To be elected President of Scotland's Premier Literary 

Society is not only a considerable honour but has been the precursor to a 

splendid year of activity and excitement, which has left me with the fondest of 

personal memories and enough memorabilia to fill several scrapbooks. 

Tangible evidence that all associated with the Federation, through our member 

clubs and associations, remain committed to these ideals and work effortlessly to maintain them, both at 

home and in some far distant corners of the world. The Burns Federation quite rightly reflects this 

commitment and owes its success entirely to the efforts of those Bumsians and elected office bearers, who 

give of their services tirelessly, without gain and at some considerable personal expense to promote and 

nurture our Society.” 

 

Robert Burns Scottish Festival Camperdown – 2019 

The Robert Burns Scottish Festival celebrates Camperdown’s unique link to 

Robert Burns. It centres round Camperdown’s Robert Burns statue. Created 

in Scotland in 1830, the statue is the only one to have been based exclusively 

on the earliest known portrait of Burns by Peter Taylor. Early Western District 

settler W.A. Taylor, a relative of the artist, gifted the statue to the community 

of Camperdown in 1883 where it was placed in the Camperdown Public Park 

(Botanic Gardens) where it remained there for more than 125 years. 

 

The statue was already in need of restoration when, in 2009, it was 

vandalised. Following the attack the statue was restored and moved to a 

secure location and now sits safely and in full view through a window at 

Corangamite’s Shire’s Civic Centre in Camperdown. In August 2012, the 

inaugural Robert Burns Concert celebrated the completion of the restoration. 

In the six years since then the Robert Burns Concert has grown into the 

Robert Burns Scottish Festival which is run by a committee of passionate 

volunteers and supported by Corangamite Shire.  

As Dr. John Menzies, President of Camperdown Burns Club reports, “this year’s event was no exception. 

There continues to be a concerted effort to try to broaden its appeal, especially to a younger demographic, 

and pleasingly that is beginning to bear fruit. My wife Carolyn and several others made a concerted effort 

visiting district schools who responded very well with art work on Burns themes and poetry writing, all 

helped by Jamie McGeechie [aka `Little Fire’], a young musician from Ayr, who related very well to the 

children on several school visits. He also performed credibly at numerous events and was very well 

received. An unexpected corollary was the need to find $800 in prizes for the schools!! 

Continuing in trying to broaden our appeal, Claymore, one of our leading Australian Celtic rock groups, 

attracted a large, and new, crowd performing at the local football club’s social rooms. A major highlight was 

the lecture series now moved out of the historic council chambers to a large venue to accommodate the 

increased attendances. The speakers were excellent, capped off by the launch  of the book   ‘From Scotland 

to Australia Felix- Scottish settlement in the Camperdown District’ by ex-Victorian MP, Stewart McArthur” 

For more information and program of events, visit the official Robert Burns Scottish Website at: 

http://www.camperdownburnsfestival.com.au/Home  
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Gaelic Learners Enjoy a Special Day at Ellisland Farm 

The large Barn at Ellisland adapted for functions was the location for 

a special social gathering of Gaelic learners from Glasgow and 

Dumfries and Galloway. Pre-planning by Ruth Thomson and 

contributions of the musical expertise of Barbara Lewis ensured 

success.  

The coach load arriving from Glasgow were given a comprehensive 

tour of the premises and surrounding area so closely linked with 

Robert Burns. Following lunch there was entertainment. Taking the 

lead from the talented Barbara Lewis and accordionist Edith Beeton 

the programme flowed for over two hours with Burns and Gaelic 

melodies. Harpist Maureen Milton set the tone with the strings of the 

harp echoing emotive Gaelic tunes. Poetry, songs, and expert 

fiddlers were there. The young performers assumed various roles – 

Star Murdy, Niamh Stanhope, Anna Pearcey played, recited and 

sang. All have been successful participants in schools’ Competitions.  

Murdo Morrison, an Honorary Federation President and a fluent Gaelic speaker and broadcaster, delivered 

a talk on “Burns and Gaelic” His presentation concluded with the audience joining in a Gaelic song. The 

Gaelic Tutor Margaret I Macleod herself a Mod Gold Medallist and an internationally known Gaelic singer 

proposed a vote of thanks to all participants. A special day which was made possible through the 

enthusiastic preparation and the Gaelic learners departed with fond recollections of this day at Ellisland. 

Photo left to right: Barbara Lewis, Star Murdy, Niamh Stainthorpe, Anna Pearcey, and Ruth Thomson with 

Murdo Morrison centre rear.  

 

Thornhill Club’s Busy Programme of Events 
 

Thornhill & District Burns Club had their last meeting of the season at the 

Friendship Hall in Thornhill. The President, Colin Gibson (on right), 

introduced Wilson Ogilvy, Past President of the Federation, who gave a talk 

on Burns and James Hogg, the Ettrick Shepherd, and read excerpts of his 

poems and short stories.  

 

This year, instead of holding a Whistle competition, the Thornhill Club is 

organising a walk from Friars Carse to Ellisland where there will be 

afternoon tea, poems and songs. This is due to be held on 20th July starting 

at Friars Carse at 1 pm. 

All are welcome  

 
The Club had the first of their summer events, a trip to 

Abbotsford, the home of Sir Walter Scott. It is a 

fascinating house in the Scottish Baronial style 

instigated by Scott himself and holds his collection of 

books and artifacts he had collected in his lifetime. 

Outside there are extensive grounds and a beautiful 

walled garden. Everyone enjoyed their day and the 

event’s organiser, Pauline Martinuik was thanked by 

the President Colin Gibson for her choice of venue.                       

[Photo by Halina Cairns]                                                         
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Youngsters Sparkle in Ellisland Concert 
 

The venue at Ellisland Farm Museum 

was packed for the annual youngsters’ 

concert held on the 24th May. It proved 

yet again a fantastic evening with ten 

exceptionally talented singers, reciters 

and instrumentalists taking to the 

stage.  The MC for the evening was past 

Chairman Ronnie Cairns who 

introduced each performer as follows, 

Gregor Grierson, Rowan Hastie, Rose 

Byers, Gregor McTeir, Molly McTeir, 

Conlan Craig, Gabriel Byers, Ella 

McTeir, Star Murdy and Shaunie Craig. 

Accompanists were Barbara Lewis and 

Clair McTeir. 

The audience were treated to an 

outstanding night of entertainment and 

light refreshments supplied by the committee of the Friends of Ellisland. All proceeds from the evening will 

go towards helping to keep the farm of Robert Burns alive. In the photo, along with the entertainers, are 

Chairman Russell Williamson on the right and MC for the night, Ronnie 

Cairns, on the left.                                                                                                                 (photograph: Halina Cairns) 

 

Robert Burns Association of North America Annual Gathering  
 

The RBANA 39th gathering was held in Niagara Falls 

View Hotel on 3rd to 5th May 2019.  Over forty 

RBANA members and guests enjoyed the event 

especially the pre-dinner cocktails in President Jim 

Montgomery’s room on the fiftieth floor with 

spectacular views over the falls.   

 

The Friday Ceilidh was a fun-filled evening with 

music, recitations and song capped by the 

wonderful singing of world class tenor Nils Brown, 

accompanying himself on guitar, who thrilled the 

audience with an eclectic mixture of Scottish songs, 

sea shanties and operatic arias.  

 

The Saturday Annual General Meeting (AGM), 

competently chaired by Ken Montgomery, 

Medicine Hat, Alberta, in his second year as the President of RBANA, ran like clockwork.  The President of 

the World Federation Bill Nolan offered a frank but upbeat presentation on the current state of the 

Federation, highlighting the hard work which has gone into stabilising the finances and his ambitions for 

future growth and widening participation.  The RBANA 2020 Conference and AGM will be in Atlanta, 

Georgia.   

  

The Saturday evening formal dinner and banquet, hosted by Ronnie O’Byrne (RBWF Canadian Director) 

provided an elegant and inspirational evening.  Leslie Strachan (RBWF U.S. Director) gave a spirited 

“Address to a Haggis”.  The evening menu was excellent and enjoyed by all.  In her own inimitable style, 

Jane Brown produced a tour de force with a poetic recitation tracing the trials and tribulations of the life of 

Burns’s wife Jean Armour.   The annual prize winners were recognized for the golf tournament, poetry 

competition and Burns quiz. 
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Isle of Arran Lagg Distillery Opens Its Doors to the Public!  
 

The Federation’s sole whisky sponsor The Isle of Arran Distillery 

opened its new distillery and visitor experience at Lagg to the 

public for the first time on Wednesday 12th June at 10am. 

 

The new distillery building 

also has a beautifully 

designed shop and has a 

choice of two dining options: 

the Kilmory Café, found on the lower floor, which offers a selection of 

homemade soup, artisan sandwiches, freshly made salads as well as a 

range of home baking and teas and coffees and, upstairs, the Sheiling 

Bar and Bistro provides a sit-down dining experience overlooking the 

panoramic views.  

 

Yorkshire District Burns Association Welcomes a New President  
 

Following the AGM on 8th June, the Yorkshire District Burns Association welcomed 

their new President, Professor Ann Macaskill, seen here handing over the trophy to 

the winners of the their annual bowling competition, the York St Andrew’s Society, 

represented by Jim Robertson, Past President of the Robert Burns World Federation 

and Murray Halliday, the newly elected Vice-President of the Yorkshire District 

Burns Association. Runners up in the competition were the Bradford Society. 

 

The Association also holds a quiz night which this year was won by the Barnsley and 

District Scottish Society with Clumber Ladies team taking the runners up slot. 

Quizmaster for the night was Vice-President Murray Halliday.  

 

 

 

Ayr Burns Club Welcomes Visitors from Around the Globe 

 
Ayr Burns Club President Robbie McMahon and IPP 

Kathleen Davey welcomed two more of our Ayr Burns 

Club International No. 1, Ozark Mountains, Missouri 

members whilst they made a flying visit to Ayr.  Gaile 

Kohler, and Dawna Southern contacted President 

Robbie to pass greetings to Cronies from our 

International branch of Ayr Burns Club at Ozark 

Mountains. 

 

These valued Members were taken on a whirlwind tour 

of the Burns Country by Robbie and Kathleen. They 

visited Burns Monument gardens, the Cottage and 

Museum before heading to Tarbolton to see the 

Bachelors Club and be treated to a guided tour by 

Alistair from The National Trust who is always on hand with a fine welcome. (Photo: Alistair on right and 

Robbie on left with the Ozark ladies)Burns Statue in Ayr was also visited before the ladies learned a wee bit 

of the local history of Ayr and managed a quick shopping trip.  Then off until they return - soon they said. 

 

This brings to quite a total the number of Members from Ozark to visit us, along with guests from South 
Africa, New Zealand, Australia, USA, and many parts of United Kingdom during this, our 360th Anniversary 

year of the birth of our Bard.  
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Canadian Singer Nils Brown to Feature at the Fringe 

 
Attendees at the Robert Burns Association of North America (RBANA) 

conference enjoyed a special treat when Nils Brown, a world-class tenor, 

entertained them with his wonderful singing. The exciting news is that Nils 

is coming over from Canada to perform at the Edinburgh Fringe in August. 

Accompanying him will be a RBANA favourite, Ronnie O’Byrne.  

 

Nils has studied Johnson’s Scots Musical Museum for years and performs 

many Burns songs in their original format from that collection. Below is the 

link regarding the shows Nils is putting on; Tickets can be bought via link 

below too. There will be two shows per day from Monday 19th to Friday 

23rd Aug at St Marks Unitarian Church, Castle Terrace. 

 

The shows are in 2 parts. 

 

The first show (4:30 pm) will be dedicated to 

Johnson/Burns SMM – Ronnie will be doing a wee bit of the background as an 

introduction with probably a couple of Burns recitations and maybe a chorus 

or two with Nils. 

 

The second show – (6:30 pm) will be a wild, sing-along, sea shanty evening 

and maybe even a couple of songs from “the bastard breed” as Robert 

Fergusson called them – from his Italian repertoire. 

 
https://tickets.edfringe.com/whats-on/scots-musical-museum-sea-shanty-

sing-along-concert  

 
 

St Petersburg Competitions  

The Knowledge of Scotland Competition was held in St Petersburg with 10 finalists all producing a high 

standard of presentation.  The three winners, who will be invited to Scotland in September 2019, will be: 

Taisia Tuikhina, School 46 with the Battle of Bannockburn; Daria Leus, School 157 also the Battle of 

Bannockburn; and, Alexander Savinskiy, School 207, on the topic of Robert Burns’s parents -  

The Art Competition was also of an exceptionally high standard and 

thanks are due once again to Nadya Anfalova for taking time to assist 

with organising and collating the art competition. There were 69 

entries – a new record. The topic was Charles Rennie Macintosh. The 

main judge was Angela Pignatelli, Assistant Principal West College 

Scotland, assisted by Pat Kramek, a professional artist, who has 

visited and exhibited in St Petersburg on several occasions.   

In first place was Valeria Saibel School 75 ‘The Portrait of my Horse’ 

and in second place, Anastasia Kozel School 263 ‘Melancholy’ 

(above right) and in 3rd place Anna Kravatsova School 5 ‘Stained Glass’ (left). 

There were 52 entries for the Forum’s Robert Burns Essay competition, set by the 

Robert Burns World Federation, and coordinated by the Forum – an increase from last 

year. The standard was high.  

In first place was Yulia Golysheva, school 295; in second place Grigorii Kaigorodov PLS 

Ketzal and in 3rd place Vladimir Tiulenev also PLS Ketzal. 
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Who Can Join? Anyone sharing our Mission, who 
believes in our Objectives and wants, to get involved in 
taking the Burns legacy to the World as an individual, 
Club or Society. 
Benefits of Membership ~ Become a partner in 
imparting the legacy to the world. 
Being able to enjoy the company of fellow Burnsians and 
share an interest as part of a worldwide organisation that 
has around 300 clubs and affiliated bodies committed to it. 
Increase your knowledge about the life and works of 
Robert Burns through qualifying for a FREE copy of the 
Annual Burns Chronicle, which not only keeps members in 
touch but also provides access to academic articles and 
researched topics that will add to your own knowledge. The 
Chronicle is complimented by a regular RBWF Newsletter 
containing Club and Burns related news. 
Become involved in a hands-on-way as a volunteer 
working to generate interest in Burns amongst the next 
generation through involvement in Schools' competitions 
which attract 80,000 children in Scotland, the USA, Canada, 
Russia, Australia, New Zealand and around the Pacific Rim. 
Enabled to influence the future direction of the RBWF by 
having access to the Annual Conference at special rates and 
discounts which may also apply to other associated events 
(where advertised). 
Have access to RBWF Headquarters staff and a range of 
experts, who will be happy either to answer, or source 
replies to questions which lead to an expansion of 
knowledge about Robert Burns. 
Be involved in the leading global authority and 
promotional body on the works, life and influence of Robert 
Burns and help ensure his place in the history of world 
literature. 

About your subscription ~ Subscription to RBWF, kindles 
knowledge of, and stimulates interest in, Robert Burns, his 
life and works. Membership provides a driving force, to 
research, educate and promote Robert Burns across the 
world. 
Types of Membership ~ Please Tick 

Individual Membership   -  £42            ☐ 

Family Membership   -  £47             ☐ 

Club Membership   -  £77             ☐ 

Student Membership (proof required)      £15               ☐ 

School/Junior Membership         -           (FREE)             ☐ 

 

Chronicle only  -                £30             ☐ 

Advancing knowledge and education about the life and 
works of Robert Burns and the Scottish Language. 

 

The Robert Burns World Federation 
Charity No SC029099 Company Limited by Guarantee. 

 
Email : admin@rbwf.org.uk Web : www.rbwf.org.uk 

 

Membership Form  
 

Special Note ~ Chronicle by airmail (international only) 

an additional  £12  ☐ 

I wish to give a Donation, Specify Amount £_____ 

Become a Member ~  

Name(s) ………………………………………………  

Company/ School Title ……………………………………… 

Address………………………… Tel…………………………   

…………………………………….. Post Code ……………..   

Email……………………………………….  

Mobile…………………………..Web……………………… 

Methods of Payment ~ 

1. By Standing Order - On the 1st day of            20…. 
and thereafter annually, please remit to the account of the 
‘The Robert Burns World Federation’ (Account : 
00856523 Sort Code 80-08-53) the sum of              This 
order will subsist until cancelled by me. 

Name ……………………………………… 

Address …………………………………………. 
……………………………………………………..
 ……………………………. Post Code ……………  
Account No …………………..Sort Code   -       -       Name of 
bank ……………………….. 

Bank address …………………………………. 

Signed  …………………………………………. 

2. Cheques made out to : ‘The Robert Burns World 
Federation Ltd’  

3. Credit Card / Debit Card No ……………………  Name 

on Card …………………………………..  

Expiry Date    /    Type of Card       CSC security No          

4. Invoice Contact for an invoice with payment details. 

5. Pay through your bank by BACS transfer : Sort 
Code 80-08-53 Use your name as reference: Account No 
00856523 

6. Paypal join online, use ref: admin@rbwf.org.uk 

Completed form to ~ The Robert Burns World 
Federation Ltd, 3A John Dickie Street, Kilmarnock, 
Ayrshire, Scotland, KA1 1HW. 

Gift Aid Declaration ~ Increase the worth of your 
RBWF fees and donations. For every pound you give, we 
get an extra 25 pence from HM Revenue and Customs, if 
you are a UK Tax Payer. Even better, we can backdate this 
4 years on all past fees and donations. To qualify, the 
Income Tax you pay must equal at least the amount we 
claim in the tax year. 

Sign …………………………………….. Date  /     / 
 
Notify us, if you ~1. Want to cancel this declaration 
or 2. Change your name or home address 

Newsletter Page 12 of 12 

http://www.rbwf.org.uk/
mailto:admin@rbwf.org.uk

