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Alf Deuchars stands in as Interim President
Alf and Moira joined the St Andrew Society in 1994 and Alf
became President 2004-5 whilst s.ll working. Today oﬀers
another challenge to see the Society prosper in the .me ahead
as, now re.red but s.ll very ac.ve, it is especially relevant due
to the disrup.on caused by the virus.
Alf and Moira are both from Dundee and spent 25 years of
married life raising a family in Moniﬁeth whilst Alf spent 40
years working for the railway in a wide range of clerical and
managerial roles. Educated at Morgan Academy and Dundee
College of Commerce, Alf worked in many local areas of Scotland’s East Coast before
commu.ng to BRHQ Glasgow when the railway structure was changing to sectors. From
incep.on, Alf worked for InterCity, but within 5 years, priva.sa.on was on the cards. By 1994
their daughter had ﬁnished secondary educa.on and moved on to Aberdeen University. That
was the moment Alf was invited to come to York and assist with East Coast which later became
Great North Eastern Railway. Re.rement came in 2007 and have never looked back.
Alf and Moira were Council Members of the Society for a number of years and in 2004-5 Alf
became president with over 200 members. There have been so many memorable moments and
events therefore it is my target to achieve a vibrant future for the Society.
Alf says ‘Things are changing so quickly in the coronavirus world that I hardly set pen to paper
hence am not in a posi on to forecast events in the remaining part of the Society Year. It is
rather frustra ng during lockdown but at least most of us have kept healthy during the period
up to now and Moira and I send very best wishes with the aim that you all con nue on this trend
into the future.’
AUTUMN REUNION—LUNCH
It had been hoped to arrange an autumn reunion of members over lunch on Sunday 25th October, but
regre@ably Council has had to postpone this due to the recent government guidelines. Members will be
informed in due course of how this will impact on our annual formal events, the St Andrew’s Night dinner
and Burns Night.
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Secretary’s update
As I men.oned last month this is s.ll a diﬃcult and uncertain .me for most of us and now with
the restric.ons of social gathering limited to six, it makes it impossible to go ahead with the
Sunday lunch next month. I’m sure everyone will be disappointed and we thank Robert Marshall
for making provisional arrangements with the Marrio@ Hotel. Hopefully we can reschedule this,
but it is so diﬃcult to predict how this second peak of the pandemic will aﬀect our lives as we
head into the winter months.
Council will be mee.ng later this month to consider future events already in our Society calendar.
If the current government restric.ons are s.ll in place during November then it will not be
possible to arrange the St Andrew’s Night dinner at York Racecourse.
I will be hos.ng another zoom quiz on Tuesday 29th September, when you will have the
opportunity to chat and share news before and aDer the quiz. I promise that this quiz will be
easier than the last one, which proved harder than I had an.cipated.
Please keep the Society posted of news of members or anything else you would like to share.
I am also pleased to welcome Neil Archibald as our newest member. Welcome Neil and we look
forward to mee.ng you when we are able to hold an event.
Best wishes and stay safe!
Jim Murison

This month’s picture quiz

1.

2. clue—none, all Scots should know this!

clue—North Yorkshire landmark

3. What is this equine landmark called and
where is it?

4. clue—Yorkshire stately home

Answers to be announced at Zoom Quiz on 29th September—be there!
-2-

Zoom Quiz—Thursday 13th August

We enjoyed the St Andrew’s Zoom Quiz.
It was a most enjoyable hour spent with friends.
Thanks to Jim for organising and hos.ng this and to Chris
Willey, the ques.on master.
The winner was May Townsend with Marlynn Holroyd as
runner up.
It was lovely to see everyone again.
There will be another one – please join us to keep your
brains .cking un.l we can meet in person.
Robert and Sue Marshall

Online Quiz via ZOOM
The next quiz for members via Zoom is on Tuesday 29th September at 7.00pm.
If anyone would like to submit ques.ons or volunteer to be the ques.onmaster, I would be
grateful. We can also use the session to have a short chat before the quiz starts, and share
any news. If you have any query about seIng up zoom on your laptop or ipad, let me know.
[email: james.murison@outlook.com]

Jim Murison

ROBERT BURNS WORLD FEDERATION—ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
On Saturday 19th September the Board will be sitting in front of their cameras at
computer terminals to join in the first ever virtual and we hope virtuous RBWF
Annual General Meeting.
Faced by the difficulties brought on by the lockdown and the necessity of social distancing, RBWF
has had to 'think different’ and to come up with an innovative way to stage our AGM.
Because we cannot be certain that we could meet in the usual face to face way, we have taken the
difficult decision to hold the AGM virtually on the internet, using Zoom. Closer to the date of the
AGM on Saturday 19th September, members will be sent details of how to log on and participate
along with a secret password. We are hoping it will run smoothly and we may even include some
entertainment.
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THE GOOD LIFE by Moira and Alf
Hello Everyone,
The seasons are changing fast. Photo above shows some of the
good crop of Cara potatoes and a swede. All set now, just need
the haggis.
It’s amazing the size of the swedes also the beetroot they are
huge this year. Even with all the dry weather they have grown
really well.
We are now getting some autumn raspberries along with the
carrots, swede and parsnips and we also have an abundance of
kale and spinach. So Popeye doesn’t have a look in.
The sweetcorn is slowly ripening and hope to pick it soon before
any wild life eat them.
In the home garden its Victoria plums, pears and apples that we are feasting on at the moment.
For the members that planted vegetables for the first time I hope you have had some success with
them.
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This month’s recipe is taken from ‘Maw Broon’s But an’ Ben Cookbook’ and is something
to do with all those excess apples you may have from the garden or allotment
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